Fort MII and the Red Shirts

If we bring up the topic of "hard tinmes," alnost everyone will imediately
think of the 1930s and the Great Depression. However, in South Carolina there
was a different tinme that was statistically much worse. That was the
Reconstruction era which stretched fromthe end of the Cvil War in 1865 and
1876 when Gen. WAade Hanpton was el ected governor

Any proof needed for the claimof nobst extrene poverty can be easily found
in the Yorkville Enquirer, where the York County sheriff posted long lists of
farns to be auctioned off for failure of the owners to pay their taxes. Farms of
a 100 acres and nore were put on the bl ock because the owner could not pay taxes
that totaled I ess than $5. One farm of 77 acres was on the bl ock for non-paynent
of 50 cents in taxes.

J. R Haile of Fort MII remnisced in 1925 about those days. Haile bl aned
the "Black and Tan" |egislature conposed of native white "Scal aways" and
" Car pet baggers" fromthe North along with ex-slaves

Conf ederate veterans were barred fromvoting and wonen across the U S
were still denied suffrage. Sonme protesters joined the Ku Klux Kl an. A second
form of protest cane through the Tax Payers' Conventions (there were two, the
first in 1871 and the second in 1874).

Fraud by high state officials and their favoring of three Scal awag
investors on the "Blue Ridge bonds" resulted in South Carolina acquiring a state
debt of more than $12 million

The | egi sl ature appropriated $300, 000 for schools and teacher pay. A year
| ater the teachers' pay certificates had little value. The state asylum got not
one penny for operation for six nonths.

There was an active group of Denocrats who could not vote but vowed to
take back the state and establish white supremacy. Haile wote that fromthe
ocean to the nmountains ("Horry to Cconee") “Hurrah for Hanmpton and white
supremacy” became the rallying point. In this atnosphere York County put forward
the nane of Gen. Wade Hanpton for governor, the first county to do so.

The state governnent under the control of Radical Republicans sensed that
they had a full-blown rebellion in the making and called on Washington to send
federal troops. Fort MIIl's share of occupying troops was 18 nen under a
lieutenant. They were housed in the old Fort MII Acadeny which was in
di srepair.

To its surprise, the Fort MIIl community found the federal squad was quite
friendly and supportive of the white supremacy banner. But the federal presence
al so encouraged about a 100 nen fromthe black conmmunity - under the |eadership
of JimByers - to organize. Loyal blacks infornmed the Main Street nmerchants of
Byers's plans.

When Byers's nen nmarched to a speaker's stand near the depot, they were
foll owed by Denbcrats waving their flag. The federal troops did nothing and the
bl acks, realizing they | acked the support they were counting on, fled to the
fields. Fromthat point on, the “Red Shirts” of Fort MIl were in control

Capt. J. W Marshall formed a Red Shirt caval ry whi ch nunbered around 250
men of all ages and included a dozen bl ack Denocrats.

Nov. 7, 1876 was el ection day. There were around 500 votes and the
Denocrats won by a margin of 106 votes. The ballot box had been successfully
"stuffed" considering there were far fewer than 500 eligible voters in the
t ownshi p.

Wade Hanpton was el ected governor and a deal was rmade with Washington to
renove the federal troops. As for the debt, the state renmained crippled. It is
said that it was 1940 before South Carolina was financially as well off as it
had been in 1860.



